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Introduction

National and international youth 

participation has increased

• Diversification of approaches 

to youth participation

• Diversification of youth 

opinions

• Diverse demands of youth 

activities
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Introduction
Reasons for the need to increase youth 

activities include

• Over half of the human population 

• Highly engaged and strongly affected

• Used to modern, global communications

• Best educated generation in history
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How can we understand 
the youth movement ?



Purpose

• It is necessary to organize youth activities and 

examine their demands to society

• We need to understand the background of the 

diversification of youth demands

• Analyze the factors that may be causing the 

fragmentation between youth and society
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Who are the Youth ?

The United Nations, for statical purpose, defines "youth” as those persons 

between the ages of 15 and 24 years, without prejudice to other definitions by 

Member States, the definition was made during preparations for the 

International Youth Year (1985). The definition was made during preparations 

for the International Youth Year (1985) and endorsed by the General Assembly 

(From A/36/215 and resolution 36/28, 1981)
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The Youth is getting diverse more than the definition
But this time, we follow this definition.



What is youth 
involvement

• Declaration

• Goals for Action

• Letter to Heads of State or Government

• Social Networking
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Method

• Text mining : analyze from 
youth involvement using AI 

text mining developed by 

User Local 

(https://textmining.userlocal.j

p/results/q9TF2KfybThNdfLx

XVPsfhTehg37Wn8C)

• Ethnography: Join the 
youth movement to analyze 
the changes in youth 
opinion
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Result

• Characteristic of youth 

engagement

• Getting overcoming the 

barriers to youth 

activities

• Various activities get 

activated via switching 

to online.

9th Asian Wetland Symposium (Jin Tanaka) 2021/6/25 8

Text mined form the Mock COP 26 Declaration via using “User Local ” (https://textmining.userlocal.jp/results/q9TF2KfybThNdfLxXVPsfhTehg37Wn8C)



Characteristic of activities

• Consider collaboration more than conflict

• Putting a value to dialogue more than criticism

• Switching to ”future stakeholders” to “current stakeholders”
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They are focus on realistic and accept the diversity in 
the movement because of putting value to dialogue



Barriers to youth activities

2021/6/25 109th Asian Wetland Symposium (Jin Tanaka)

Political

• Lack of policy makes for 
youth

• Political instability and 
corruption

• Lack of basic human rights

• Dictatorship and information 
blockade

Economical

• Less Funding

• Less time for youth 
activities because of 
education and 
domestic help

• Less digital devices 
and internet 
connection

Social

• Less social impact

• Opaque policy decisions

• Less focus on youth in 
media

• Less opportunity to join 
international events



Barriers to youth activities
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Consideration

• Physical barriers have been reduced switching to online.

• The number of youth movement has increased rapidly.

• The social influence of youth worldwide has been recognized.
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Youth involvement has become more open, and the 
barriers of participation have been lowered.



Consideration –Compering to Japan-

• The number of groups and participation increased, but the number of 

declarations did not

• Trends are disconnected from international youth activities

• Less diversity and richness of opinion presented
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There are still lack of resources of the movement to 
compare overseas cases.



Conclusion

• Youth activities have shifted from radical to stable.

• Going online has increased the number of activities.

• Moved from criticism and idealism to realistic and concrete suggestions
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They have the potential to collaborate and take over 
the movement in environmental issues.
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